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heehiighted  long-standing  Issues
defonce matters  arc! buncericu.
Certainly there is an indifference
to this subject when compared
with topics such as cducation,
urznium mining, health insurance
or whatcver,

Howevei. whether there is a 1o1al
fack of pubdlic concern for nationul
defence is a moot poinl. Engage the
aveiage Ausiralian in a coniersation
about defence and he generally sees
the need for an efiicient defence stric-
ture. He also generally makes a wry
joke or 1vo about outdated militart
equipment! The Tiger Moth-DCA
syndiome.

Is it any wonder these attitudes
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“. .. it hus 1o be said that the present
Government has increasingly sought
10 avoid some of its cruciul defence
responsibiitiies.” Just like so mam
preceding Governments. of  coulsc,
Thereby creating 2 virtual fradition
1 of Government vacillation and lack
of long-term responsibility regardin
defence.
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prevasl when. as vour editorial stafes.
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defence. diliting expressed commit-
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Last weeks the public might be cxcuced
{or shrugging the matter of, for bury-
tng s head in the sand. ’
“ Certainly there is no “ideniifiabie
threal™ 1o this Counlry 2i present.
One bopes this situation witi prevail
indefinitely. Howaver, there miust ke
ons factor visible in even & modest
‘dc‘en:c portire such as burs We pyust
veseen 1o be ably 1p profect our
national interesis, Fhiss 18 unikely to
be the case, though. whea it is
obvious to even drug rupners and
fishermen that we cannct efiectively
paticl our own coastline.

W this situalion bas arisen owt of
apathv. ¢ ¢ and political, 1 hope
that the ich does 1ol reap 2 bad
harvesi it is currently sowing.

D. STEPHENS,

Surrey Stveet,

Epping.
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Indifference
SIR, Australian Federal Govern-
menis and the community in gensral,
with few cxceptions, have habitually
shown indifference 10 détence matiers.
It would have been expected that
the cvents of the. 19305 and carly
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deteriorating gichal Litivion.  couli
be drawan into a mijor conflici without
actually  being  threatened with
invasion.

In this very unstable werld &
highly  efficient and CORYAntY  up-
daied defence establishment  should
be Australia’s top priorite and not ore
of its last ay it now zppears o be.

The constant  reiteration  thai
defence enpendiiure must be  lept
down in Australia’s current eeone
chimaie is reaily nopicnte. Colossal

e

ms aie swaliowed un annuaily ip

gambling wrd professivnal sporiiag
activities — nalia meniion the heaty
drain on Austreiia’s foreign eschunge
3 woned by paymenis for
Juxury imposts. .

As long as Ausiralia remazins un-
picpared for wer it will be indulging

n 2 deadly yeme of chance, nan;elv.

gambiing aqut the Jength of iime
between the perception of ANy niéjo!
threat 10 wor'd peace and iis actual
will prove sufficicat for the naticn i
achieve 2 state of preparedness.

. In view, of the lead time required
in the purchasing of modern arms
and equipment and the time taken o
rain conivat personne! effectively in
this extremely scientific and techno.
logzc._ﬂ age th? current policv of drif
and inaction couid well prove 1o he
suicidal,

GO sNew,
Atkincon Strect,

November 28 Arniclifie.
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iLike the warships he
used to command,
lAdmiral Stapsfieléd
Turner hkas come
through an arducus
shakedown cruise, in
his case as the Car-
ter Administration’s
Director of Central
Intelligence.

It is tco early to suggest
that he has returned safely to
port, but his ability to stay
afloat is no small accomplish-
ment,

\VWhen he was appointed 17
reonths aro to heazd the CIA,
she fermer naval ofiicer
tfournd himself with 2 treubled
‘orgenisztion. Public confi-
iderce had been st
‘revelations of ill
itivitice ar home,
flricis” chrosd.
i bureasucrarc jealouries that
:kad been ailowed to fester far
¥ .
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years undermined the agen-
cy's effectiveness.

Admiral Turaer talks confi-
dently, as he did in an inter-
view Jast week, about how
under hin the egency isonits
way to winning back respect.
His manner was characteris-
tically blunt, but given recent
events it may be hard to
understand the self-
assuranse. :
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Bismissat

The agency has come under
attack, especially from White
House assistants who main-
tain thet it should have pre-
dicted the turmoil that has
swept Iran, and whocemplain
that they siil do nor have
vdeguate information cn the
KMoslem fundainentalists who
are challenping the power of
Shah Riokamined Riza
Fahtavi.

Less crucial, perhaps, but
still distrecting, is the way
Admiral Turner ha2s been
embroiled ia dispuies involv-
ing former gag2ucy emp-
lovees. .

Cne that could affect the
zgency's future deaiings with

former workers was the suit .

against Frank W. Snepp,
whose book “Decent inter-
val” chronicled CIA bungling
in the United States’ evacua-
tion of Sowth Vietnam three
yeors &go.

Last week, Williara Xam-
ncy cierk,
selling the
on the
K11 reconnads setellite.
An export on straicgic arms,
David Sullivan, waes dismise
sed after be was susvected of
passing secrets Lo an side to
Scnater Henrv gjack<ou, of

Yashington. a hardliner on
negotiztions for a-new arms
treaty with the Soviet Union.

These difficulties {oilowed
even rougher going in Tur-
ner's first few months, when
it ceemued that every step ke
took made matiers worse.

Morale, zlrzady battered,
hit rock-bottem alter ke de-
cided to dismiss 800 emp-
loyees, meny of them espicn-
age operstives and seniosr
taff members.

Neemally sceretive egency
officizls suddenly bezan com-
plaining t¢ news reporicss
ebout the admirsi's “‘eloced
ness,” his style of manage-
mert, which seemed cut-
throot to them, aad his appa-
rent preference of thaedvice
of former naval 2ides.

Dther senior foreign policy
cfficials were antagoniscd by
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engd by 3
es his desire to infivence
poiicy on such seasitive
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Morele hig

His obvicus amt
his close contact wiik Pres:-
dent Cartcy, 2 former class-
mate ai Annapolis, whom his
sees at least once 2 week,
evea produced suggestions,
both in and outef government
that 2 contreversial agzency
study on the worldeil pro
tien had been i
support White Heuze energy
paiicies,

For all the complai
though, thers are r2
boiieve
for both A

his

giria,
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